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CHURCH OF THE EPIPHANY 

8235 S.W. 57 Avenue 

Miami, Florida 33143 

Religious Education Office: (305) 665-0037 

E-mail: religioused@ecsmiami.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Religious Education Program 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Susana Yllanes, 

Religious Education Coordinator 

 
 
 

Religious Education Office Hours 
 

Monday – Friday from 7:30am to 3:00pm (School Year) 

Monday & Wednesday from 9:00am to Noon (Summer Break) 

 

 

 

 

Student/Parent Handbook 

2022 – 2023 
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The Catechetical Ministry of the Church 
 
"The Word became man and made his dwelling among us."  (John 1:14)  Jesus is the Word, THE TRUTH.  It is 

impossible to love that which is unknown.  It is necessary to know the Truth, Jesus Christ, in order to come to the 

Father through love and service. 

 

The Church is called to proclaim the Truth through its Teaching Ministry.  "If you live according to my teaching, 

you are truly my disciples; then you will know the truth and the truth will set you free."  (John 8:31-32) 

 

Parents, by word and example, are the primary educators and teach their children from birth throughout life. At 

Baptism, the parent undertakes the responsibility of providing for their child’s Christian formation. The Religious 

Education staff is here to assist parents in the spiritual formation and ongoing moral development of their child 

through a formal program of continuous faith formation.  

 

The Catechetical Program at Epiphany Parish attempts to reach those children who attend public or private school.  

It offers a positive and favorable learning situation in the classroom where love of God and Church can be fostered 

and nourished and where the child can develop his life of faith as a member of the Body of Christ. We offer a 

formal instruction program for children from First Grade to High School concerned with the three-fold ministry of 

the Church: to form community, to proclaim the message of Jesus Christ, and to carry out the role of service to the 

Church and to the whole human community. 

 

Committed to this active partnership between parish staff and families, we place our efforts with confidence in 

God’s loving hands. 

 
 
 

Admission Policies 
 

 All families who register in the Epiphany Religious Education Program must be registered members 

of at least one year at Epiphany Catholic Church. 

 

 All students must re-register each year. 

 

 New students transferring from another parish’s Religious Education Program or Catholic school must 

supply the following information when registering: 
 

- A copy of the child’s Baptismal Certificate and Birth Certificate 

- Dates of all sacraments received 

- A letter of prior Religious Education or Catholic School completion (report card, or letter from prior 

parish) 

 

 Students who enter into our program without having celebrated the Sacraments of Initiation, beyond the 

usual age for reception of these sacraments, are asked to contact the Director. 

 

 Children with special learning needs are welcomed in our program and ministered to, to the degree of the 

program’s capacity to serve them.  Where needed, an aide will be provided to work one-on-one with a 

child. Parents are asked to indicate any special needs during registration. 

 

 The registration deadline for the 2022-2023 year is Friday, August 26, 2022.  
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Financial Policies 
 
Families enrolled in our program are asked to pay their tuition in full prior to the start of class. Families 

experiencing financial difficulties are asked to contact the Office of Religious Education.  

 

In addition to the tuition fee, there is an activity fee for all children who are celebrating sacraments. This fee will 

help to defray the cost of the retreats, certificates, program booklets and other costs incurred with preparing the 

children for the celebration of the sacraments. The fee, noted on the registration form, helps cover the cost of 

books, audio-visual materials, other educational materials, and overhead.  Full tuition payment is expected when 

submitting the registration. 

 

 

Attendance Policies 
 

Parents are encouraged to see that their children attend Religious Education classes regularly during the year. 

There are times, however, when an absence from class is necessary. In such cases, parents are asked to send a note 

to the child's catechist explaining the reason for the absence. Excessive absence is cause for retention of a child in 

any level. No more than three absences per school year will be accepted (including those due to participation in 

sporting events or other activities) unless there are extenuating circumstances as determined by the Coordinator of 

Religious Education.  Please note that tardiness and early dismissals are disruptive to the class and the learning 

environment. Therefore, it is expected that students arrive at least five minutes before gathering time so prayer 

begins promptly and classes continue without interruption. 

 

Sunday Mass attendance is an integral part of the Religious Education Program. It is expected that students 

enrolled in the program be fully aware of their Sunday and Holy Day Mass obligation and fulfill that obligation 

faithfully by attending Mass with their family.  

 

To qualify for an Attendance Certificate the following criteria must be met: 

 

Perfect Attendance 
 

 Child must register prior to the beginning of the program. 

 Two (2) late occurrences will be marked as one (1) absence as well as (2) instances of early dismissal will be 

counted as one absence. 

 

Good Attendance 
 

 Child cannot be absent more than two times. 

 Two (2) late occurrences will be marked as one (1) absence as well as (2) instances of early dismissal will be 

counted as one absence. 

 

Church / Home Cooperation 
 

The baptism of a child bestows on parents the irreplaceable gift and obligation of being the primary educators of 

their children in the faith. The Church cannot remove that responsibility from parents, but can gladly support it.  

Consequently, our Religious Education Program invites parents to participate actively in our curriculum through: 

 

 Prayer with and for your children 

 Attendance at parent meetings 
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 Reinforcement of the lesson the child has learned in class through utilization of parents' notes in 

the child's book and online 

 Participation with family at Sunday Mass 

 

 

Safe Environment 
 
Recognizing that each individual is created by God, the Archdiocese of Miami is committed to the safety and well-

being of its children and vulnerable adults.  As such, it implements procedures to minimize risk and barriers to 

build and foster a culture of safe environment.  
 

In an effort to guard the safety of vulnerable persons under the care of the Archdiocese, all Church personnel, ages 

18 and older, will be required to submit a completed Criminal Background Check Form as well as a 

complete set of fingerprints so as to facilitate a mandatory criminal background investigation. 
 

Eligibility for volunteer work, or ministry will be dependent and conditioned upon a satisfactory 

background investigation. This background investigation will be updated every five years. This policy applies 

even if an individual has been cleared through an FBI or FDLE check conducted by their employer or another 

entity. 

 

In compliance with the Safe Environment Policy of the Archdiocese and recent safety recommendations rendered 

by a law enforcement assessment of our campus, only catechists, assigned helpers, and students are allowed on 

campus during periods of religious education instruction.  Parents and visitors must solicit permission to enter 

campus at the covered walkway gate from Religious Education personnel and security stationed there.  The 

covered walkway gate will be the only access point to the campus during Religious Education class sessions.      
 

 

Discipline Policy 
 
The discipline of students in the classroom and at scheduled events is necessary to carry out the duties of the 

Religious Education Program and to foster ongoing maturity in them.  Consequently, these rules are to be followed 

by students: 

 

Personal Rules 
 

 Treat yourself and all other persons with respect 

 Respect school property and the property of all other persons 

 Work hard in class 

 Follow all group rules 

 Do what you are asked to do and be only where you are allowed to be 

 
Room rules and procedures 
 

On the first day of class, clear and concise rules will be established and expected to be observed.  These will 

include the following: 

 

 Students must sit in compliance with the seating arrangement provided 
 

 Supplies must be brought to class weekly as indicated 
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 Non-essential articles for religious instruction (toys, balls, I-pods, school homework or other items) are 

prohibited in class and will be kept in the office for pick up by parents 
 

 Restroom should be visited and drinks should be consumed before class 
 

 Raising of hand and waiting to be acknowledged before speaking or leaving a seat 
 

 Keeping of hands and feet to oneself 
 

 No gum chewing or eating in class 
 

 Showing of respect to others 
 

 Classroom property must be respected (Classroom fixtures and external and internal desk items are property 

of Epiphany Catholic School and its teachers and students and any confirmed damage to or loss thereof of 

them is expected to be compensated)  
 

 Transference from class to the Religious Education Office of any disruptive student 
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Class Content and Curriculum 
 

Level 1 Will… 
 Learn the Sign of the Cross  
 Learn the Hail Mary, Our Father. & Glory Be. 
 Develop a love for God and his creations.  
 Learn about: Advent, Christmas, Lent, Easter, Communion and Baptism.  
 Develop a sense that prayer is a conversation with God and that we belong to a community.  
 Practice a sharing and caring attitude towards their fellow classmates.  

 

Level 2 Will… 
 Prepare and receive Reconciliation and First Communion.  
 Develop an understanding of the Mass: The Gospel and Eucharist. 
 Learn the Act of Contrition.  
 Discuss Advent, Christmas, Lent and Easter.  
 Strive to give Jesus our best. 

 

Level 3 Will… 
 Grow in God’s love through scripture and liturgy.  
 Learn about saints, prayer, and sacraments of Initiation. 
 Learn the Apostles Creed. 
 Learn the Marks of the Church: One, Holy, Catholic & Apostolic. 
 Participate in the Christmas Liturgy. 

 

Level 4 Will… 
 Hear that they are called by name to love and serve God.  
 Learn the Ten Commandments and Beatitudes. 
 Develop knowledge of the Rosary, Corporal and Spiritual Works of Mercy and Saints.  
 Participate in the Stations of the Cross.  

 

Level 5 Will… 
 Learn the Seven Sacraments and their symbols. 
 Study the seasons of Advent and Lent. 
 Increase their knowledge of Mary and the Rosary. 
 Memorize the Holy Days of Obligation. 

 

Level 6 Will… 
 Learn how to look up scripture in the bible to enhance their understanding of the Word of God. 
 Be introduced to the Old Testament and how the stories relate to our present lives. 
 Memorize the Ten Commandments.  
 Understand the value of the Ten Commandments and the background of our faith. 

 

Level 7 Will… 
 Understand that scripture helps to develop a closer relationship to God and his word.  
 Study the life of Jesus, the Sacraments, Parables and Beatitudes.  
 Learn the New Testament’s four gospels and Acts of the Apostles.  
 Relate Jesus to their lives and daily successes.  
 Develop Christ like behavior. 
 Start the First year of Confirmation Preparation process. 

 

Level 8 Will… 
 Understand the Sacrament of Confirmation 
 Review Sacraments of Initiation: Baptism, Eucharist and Confirmation. 
 Continue to prepare for Confirmation through the study of the gifts and fruits of the Holy Spirit. 
 Discussions on morality in relationship to the Catholic Church, Ten Commandments, Beatitudes, and 

Works of Mercy. Students will participate in a structured retreat experience.  
 Celebrate Liturgical Rites and Symbols of the Church. 
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Schedule of Classes 

 
Wednesday Classes for Grades 1 – 5 will start on September 14, 2022 and end on May 24, 2023.  Classes will 

take place from 4:00pm to 5:30pm. 

 

Wednesday Classes for Grades 6 and up will start on September 14, 2022 and end on May 24, 2023.  Classes 

will take place from 7:00pm to 8:30pm. 

 

There will be NO CLASSES on the following Wednesdays: 

 

 November 23rd , 2022 

 December 28th , 2022 

 January 4th , 2023 

 March 22nd , 2023 

 April 12th., 2023 

 

 

Communication Norms 
 
We will communicate with parents any pertinent information regarding our Religious Education Program 

via e-mail.  Please thus ensure that the Religious Education Office has your current and correct email. 

 

We encourage you to communicate frequently with the catechist assigned to your child.  However, this must be 

done outside of instructional or supervisory time (catechists and aides are required to supervise students at drop off 

and dismissal) through email or the setting up of an appointment.   

 

 

Drop Off and Dismissal Norms 
 
To enable maximum safety at drop off and dismissal the following steps must be observed: 
 

 All students are to be dropped off promptly in the covered walkway 

 Drive to the end of the walkway so various vehicles can drop off or pick up children simultaneously 

 Parents will park and pick up their children from  

 Children will not be allowed to wait at any other location  
 
 

Requirement for Reception of the Sacraments 
 

In accordance with Archdiocesan regulations, we prescribe the following requisites: 
 

Reconciliation and First Communion 
 

 At least two consecutive years of preparation 

 Child's regular attendance at classes (no excess absences) 

 Parent involvement with the child's religious education at home 

 Basic understanding of and desire to receive the sacraments 
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 Parent attendance at scheduled meetings 

 Sunday Mass attendance of student with family 

 Birth and Baptismal Certificate (copies) submitted at time of registration 

 

Confirmation 
 

 Confirmation is conferred to candidates in 8th Grade and up 

 Two and a half consecutive years of religious formation are required to receive the sacrament 

 Regular attendance at class and participation in the Rites is mandatory 

 Basic knowledge and understanding of Catholic doctrine and a willingness to accept the responsibilities of a 

confirmed Christian must be demonstrated 

 Attendance of parents and candidates at scheduled meetings must take place  

 Sunday Mass attendance of student with family 

 Completion of a family service project and participation in a Confirmation retreat  

 

 

Sacramental Celebration Dates 
 

First Reconciliation / Penance 
 

and  
 

First Holy Communion: 
 

Dates to be announced 

 

Confirmation:   
 

Date to be announced 
 

 

Tuition & Fees 
 

Tuition for the 2022-2023 Academic Year: 
 

$195.00 one student 
 

$145.00 for each additional child 
 

$50.00 per child Sacramental Preparation Fee 

(First Holy Communion and Confirmation) 
 
 

Helpful Websites 
 

www.usccb.org/nab  

(Sunday Readings) 

 

www.findinggod.com 
 

https://dynamiccatholic.com/blessed 
 

https://watch.formed.org/browse 
 

https://dynamiccatholic.com/confirmation 

http://www.usccb.org/nab
http://www.findinggod.com/
https://dynamiccatholic.com/blessed
https://watch.formed.org/browse
https://dynamiccatholic.com/confirmation
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Dear Parents,  

 

This is your copy of the Student/Parent Handbook and its Rules and Regulations for the 

Epiphany Church Religious Education Program.  
 

In order that you might better understand the philosophy and requirements of our 

Program, it is important that you thoroughly read this handbook.  
 

Please sign and return the next page, which indicates that you have read and accepted 

the rules and regulations.  
 

Sincerely,  

 

Susana Yllanes 

Religious Education Coordinator  

Epiphany Catholic Church 

religioused@ecsmiami.org 

(305)665-0037 
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HANDBOOK RECEIPT OF ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 
Epiphany Catholic Church 

Religious Education Program 

 

I, as Parent or Legal Guardian, acknowledge that I have read the entire contents of the Parent-

Student Handbook and understand the consequences of any violations of the rules and policies of 

the program. I agree to cooperate with the religious education program’s interpretation and 

enforcement of the policies outlined in the handbook.  I also understand that the religious 

education program has the ultimate authority over the administration of the program and the 

interpretation of the program’s rules and policies.  Moreover, I further understand that all of the 

program’s policies whether written or verbal are only guidelines and are subject to change at the 

sole discretion of the program with or without notice. 

 

Family Last Name (please print legibly): ______________________________  

 

 

Student Signature(s):  
 

Signature           Grade          Date  
 

________________________________   ________       _____________ 
 

________________________________   ________       _____________ 
 

________________________________   ________       _____________ 
 

________________________________    ________       _____________ 
 

________________________________   ________       _____________ 

 

 

Parent / Guardian Signature(s):  
 

Signature                     Date  

____________________________________           _______________  
 

____________________________________           _______________  

 

 
This Receipt of Acknowledgement is due to the Religious Education Office no later than 

Friday, August 26, 2022. Students will not be assigned to a class without a signed Receipt of 

Acknowledgement. 


